
 

 

Welcome to our end of summer newsletter. Our clients were so thorough with protecting their dogs 

and cats from paralysis ticks this year that we saw very few paralysis cases. Tick paralysis is such a 

dreadful and dangerous condition. It is really pleasing that you look after your pets so well.  

There have been some very interesting developments at PAH.  

Fabulous New Arthritis Treatment for Dogs and Cats 

Some amazing medical breakthroughs in medication to treat the pain and inflammation of arthritis 

in dogs and cats have become available. Beransa® for dogs and Solensia® for cats are extremely safe 

medications.  

These products are a monoclonal antibody that is injected under the skin. It targets a protein that 

stimulates pain in arthritic patients. It stays active for a month then breaks down in the body like any 

other protein, so it does not cause any side effects. These medications have been available in 

England for a few years and have significantly improved pet’s quality of life. If you have a pet who is 

sore or stiff make an appointment to discuss these new products so we can help you improve their 

lives. 

 

Newsletter – March 2023 



 

COVID Shortages – Leptospirosis vaccines  

We thought COVID had stopped disrupting our lives. In 2021 at PAH we had a big lepto vaccine drive 

after some sad deaths of local dogs. This year there is an international shortage and suppliers have 

run out of lepto vaccine stocks. Vaccines are interesting things, even overdue dogs will have some 

protection so we are not too concerned at this stage. However, when the vaccines are in stock again 

2 doses may be needed for your dogs.  

When the vaccines do come in, we will make sure to update your dog’s protection as economically 

as possible. Watch this space. 

Kitten Season and the Cat Hotel 

PAH gets a lot of stray kittens and cats needing homes. This year we were completely overwhelmed 

with kittens. Luckily there was space available in the Cat Hotel for all our stray cats to bunk in once 

they had gone through quarantine and were healthy and ready to be rehomed. February was a 

kitten party … and such a lovely group. When the numbers reached 24 cats needing rehoming we 

held an adoption day, 20 kittens and cats were rehomed on the day. Our cats still needing homes are 

all displayed on Facebook. Meet and greet appointments can be made on our normal booking 

platform.  

The city view rooms at Pittwater Vets Cat Hotel, just to the left of our main entrance often display 

some adoption cats. It is quite the tourist draw card. If you know someone who would like to adopt a 

cat please send them our way.  

 

Building Improvements and New Equipment 

The final area of PAH to be renovated last year was our Dog Hospital. Our new, colourful dog 

hospital has custom made large cages that can easily be kept clean. It is such a joy - especially 

compared to the medieval cages we had. Even the mud puddle in the driveway has been addressed! 

Equipment always needs upgrading in a busy hospital. This year’s additions include a new surgical 

cautery machine, a bair-hugger to keep patients warm, new patient monitoring console including 

CO2 monitoring for extra safety, new ultrasound machine plus new digital x-ray equipment. These 

equipment upgrades are necessary to help give your pets the best care and are immediately 

appreciated by all the staff. 



 

Walking for the Heart Foundation 

Nurse Maria, Dr Juliet and of course Dr Heidi have been training hard to do the huge 60km Coastrek 

hike to raise money for the heart foundation. It is such a great cause as we all seem to have been 

affected by this sudden killer. Named after Juliet’s tiny but gutsy little Chihuahua they are the “Betsy 

Fan Club” team. We wish them all the best .… Completely mad …. It is a really long way! 

 

 



Behind the scenes at the vet. 

A huge number of interesting things go on every week at PAH. It has become one of Dr Jill’s pet 

projects to write about the quirky, interesting and often amazing things we see and do. The blog 

comes out every week on Facebook but is also on our website. From leeches up noses, to polyps in 

ears, golf ball sized bladder stones and the variety of wildlife and exotics we see. Have a look, you 

will be amazed what goes on at your local vet. https://pittwateranimalhospital.com.au/tag/all-posts/ 

Welcome to our new Vet 

One of the fabulous things about coming to PAH is seeing people who you have known for years. We 

work very hard to make sure people enjoy work and stay with us. (Having wonderful clients who are 

always kind and respectful really helps, so thank you!) 

This year we have welcomed a new graduate veterinarian Dr Alana O’Connor to join the team of Jill, 

Heidi, Eamon, Juliet, Tanian and Lizzie. With such an experienced team to back her up, Dr Alana is 

learning very fast and becoming a valuable new vet.  

 

 

Computerised Record Keeping  

Last year PAH joined the list of companies hacked by criminals. Data was encrypted not stolen but it 

caused a big problem with our reminder system. If you have not received a vaccination reminder in 

the last year your pet will be due. Please ring reception on 9913 7979 and we can review your pet’s 

health plan and vaccinations. 

Thanks for all your support everyone. Your wonderful pets and their kind owners, make it a 

pleasure to work at Pittwater Animal Hospital.  We are here to help. 

The team at Pittwater Animal Hospital 
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